Calm Before the Storm
How might climate change affect rural subsistence farmers in Bolivia?
Sterling Donald MacKendrick
Did you know that Bolivia is one of the leading countries in South America to have has one of the h highest poverty rates within in Latin South America? These Rural drastically high poverty has rates have forced rural families to have settle to move to isolated more precarious locations, and  within the Andes and rely solely on the harvest of their crops and livestock. How might  to survive each season and how climate change has affected these rural subsistence farmers in Bolivia?families.
Picture Imagine a rural peasantthis a. Pablo and nd his his two sons. All three hard at work  of his family Pedro and Peter are hard at work cultivacultivating ting a one1- ahectare cre crop plot beside their family homesteadfarm. This job is tiring hard, and labor intensive, and tiring. It is also rewarding. The family are subsistence farmers. They  but worth it, as this one-acre crop is being cultivate d and plant ed in hopes of growing luring large enough to amounts of potatoes from this season’s crop to feed Pablo and his familytheir families. Pedro and Peter are The work is hard, but the crop is precarious. Imagine a sudden hard at work cultivating when a large gust of wind travels from the bottom of the Andes terrain. As the wind wind travellings up from the lowlands. Everyone towards the 1-acre crop where Pedro and Peter are working, this strong breeze pushes past Peter and his brother Pablo and both stops the work. The instantly stop and look at each other. They both know exactly what this strong cold gust of wind could can only only mean that heavy rainfall., and  Perhaps a fflooding. Maybe a  may be brewing a storm.storm. 
Pablo’s wife Maria and daughter LuciaTheir wives and children come out come running out of the house to see where feel the windthe strong gust has come from. Maria mother yells out to Pedro, Peter and Pablo who are working on the 1-acre . Everyone “You all need to rushes  back into the house now, before this the heavy rain falls hits. !” The
blueC clouds quickly turn to this pale off gray. Pedro and the two boys run back to the small farm homestead to, everyone  takes  shelter, just and the before the rain pelts down onto on the dry Andes Ssoil. Pedro and his family are realizing they may have a large amount of rain and wind about to hit their farmland and homestead. As tThe rain starts to pour. H harder and harder. The grown washes out over their freshly sown potatoes. The washout is  the water begins to form and wash through the freshly cultivated farmland. This heavy rainfall was not expected at this time in the season, and this was caused by the recent increase in world climate change, causing temperatures to perform unnatural weather patterns for this time of year.
For Pablo and his family this wash out was devastating, destroying a field, as this potato field was being planted to provide for his family for the upcoming season. For rural producers, The reason this is so awful for Pablo and his family is because this rural family that lives in the Andes terrain is in an isolated location and does not have the unstable weather means their access to access to a reliable food is circumscribed.source compared to their city family counterparts.
Many Pablo rural peasants in the Andes, and in many parts of the Global South, rely on and his family will subsistence production and small-scale land holdings. Climate change is making it harder and harder for people to grow now have to find some way to provide a reliable food source for the rest of the Season. His family will have to be able to find another way to grow food or they may have to chip into tcrops, which make rural livelihoods more precarious and reduce heir family savings which arethat is already dangerously loww, in hopes to provide for the upcoming season in some way. This . Climate change is already bringing crop failures, which will could then make it difficult for Pablo and his family to be able to receive the proper increase malnutrition as it makes life harder for  they need. The message that has surfaced throughout this short story has a long-lasting message for a reader depicting the effects of climate change and how it is affecting rural families in South Bolivia and other places.America.
 

