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This entry is a description of lobster fishing, and what a day in the life of a lobster fisherman looks like. Following that is information on quota, gaging and measurement regulations, as well as the impact that COVID-19 had on the fishing industry.
Lobster fishing is an important industry to Prince Edward Island and to myself as well as my family. It is one of the biggest contributors to the island’s economy. Fishing with my father my whole life, and more recently as a full time hired man, has allowed me to witness the impact certain things have on a fishing season first-hand. As spring season fishermen, we start our season at the beginning of May and fish until the end of June. Each day for us starts as a 3:30am wake up and usually runs into mid or late afternoon. Our day then consists or hauling 275 traps in 6 trap sets out of the water, picking the lobsters out of the traps and then banding and measuring the lobsters to keep up to regulation with the Fisheries Laws. After hauling all the traps, we end the workday by selling the lobsters to our buyers, replenishing our tanks with bait for the following day, and cleaning the deck of the boat. 
There are many aspects of fishing that can affect a fishermen’s workday. For example, there are different measuring techniques that need to be followed in order to stay in line with the Prince Edward Islands Fisherman’s Association laws. There are two different categories of lobsters that we separate, markets (those that are above the market gage size) and canners (those who are below the market length, but above the minimum length to keep the lobster). So, when picking lobsters out of the traps, we must use the gage (measurement tool) to determine whether they are markets or canners because they sell at a different market price. Another thing we need to take into consideration is Window lobsters. These are the female lobsters that are in the prime reproductive stage, so they are protected by law. If we catch these lobsters, we must return them to the water as carefully and as harm-free as possible. 
One of the biggest events that impacted fishing in my experience was the COVID-19 pandemic. This resulted in there being a shortage of workers in the processing plants, as well as wharf staff. Therefore, most if not all fishermen were put on a quota. This meant that you could only bring in so many pounds of lobster per day. This had negative impact on fishermen because the demand and price for the lobster was there, but they were unable to sell all the lobster they were catching, due to the worker shortage. 
Lobster fishing in PEI is one of the biggest parts of our province’s economy. Tourism, being another large part of the island’s economy, is also largely impacted by the fishing industry. As discussed in class (ANTH 2801), seasonal eating can have a large influence on a place’s economy. Prince Edward Island is known for its seafood, which draws tourists in, especially in summer months when seafood is fresh and plentiful. Therefore, if the fishing industry i.e., lobster fishing, is not striving, then it can affect the overall income of the province involving tourism and the export system as well. All in all, lobster fishing can be easily impacted by daily by quotas, regulations and societal situations like the pandemic. Overall, these things can affect how much lobster we as fishermen can catch, and in turn affect the economy of Prince Edward Island as well as the international trading exports.
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