	Moose (Alces alces) are a very abundant species on the island of Newfoundland in Canada. These large mammals repopulated from a few moose that were brought over to Newfoundland from Miramichi, New Brunswick in 1904. It is currently estimated that there are over 150 000 moose on the island. 
	Moose have had a huge part in feeding Newfoundlanders since the mid-1900s when the government began managing the moose populations to produce the maximum number they could. This was so that Newfoundlanders could have moose to eat. The meat of moose can be used to make sausages, bologna, jerky, steaks and roasts which can sustain families for months.
	The thing is that while moose have been a good food source for the people of Newfoundland, they have caused a lot of damage to the environment on the island because they have become overpopulated. In fact, Newfoundland only has enough resources to support 2 moose per kilometer squared, but many areas are home to at least 4 moose per kilometer squared. A large reason why the population has had a big boom is because moose do not have any natural predators on the island such as wolves (Canis lupus). 
	The overabundance of moose affects the island’s forests, which are mostly young because the large mammal enjoys feeding on the saplings of native plants. In fact, Terra Nova National Park in Newfoundland created fenced in areas as an experiment. The purpose is to keep moose out of the fenced areas and keep an eye on how much moose affects the surroundings. It turns out that in three growing seasons, some of the plant species were up to three times higher in density inside the fenced in areas than they were outside of the fences.
	The problem of the overabundance of moose in Newfoundland is solved largely by moose hunting. For example, in New Brunswick, Canada, there are just under 5 000 moose hunting licenses given out per hunting season, whereas Newfoundland gives out more than 28 000 licenses per season. Other solutions include monitoring, or counting, the population of moose on the island, counting piles of moose feces and seeing how much of the forests have been eaten by the moose. Hunters can also help the government by reporting moose numbers and disclosing any other observations they have made.
	If the moose numbers can be reduced, the large creature could be good for the island, helping to maintain the local animals and other wildlife. Their grazing can also cause more diversity in plants which allows for variation in the many services and resources that plants can provide for humans.
	While the moose populations are a problem on the island of Newfoundland, this can be solved if the government and other organizations keep close watch on the populations of the large mammal. Many families who live in Newfoundland rely on moose meat as a cheap way to provide protein and the forests rely on them to keep a wide diversity of plants.
